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1. When does Jack’s meeting start?

A. At 8:30. B. At9:00.

9. Where does the conversation probably take place?

C. At 10: 006
A. In a library. B. In the reading area. C. dB'a bookstores
3. What are the speakers mainly talking about?

A. Cathy’s typing skill.

B. Cathy’s working hours.

C. Cathy’s boredom of work.
4. What will the speakers do tonight?

A. Host a dinner pafty. B. Visit Joyce. C.%Go, out of town.
5. What is the weather like now?
B. Cloudy. | C. Rainy.
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6. What is the probable relationShip hefweén the speakers?
A. Guide and tourist.  DB¥ (Tiéband ancdviie. £€. Saleswoman and customer.

7. How much will the pdah pay?

A. $10. BDS35. C. $60.
w7 BRI 8RB = 10 .
8. Which color'doycats"seebetter than humans?
A. Blue. B. Green. C. Red.

9@Whyfdo cats bring dead birds home?
AL o eat them in a safe plage.
B, To make their ownergfappy-
ChTofshowtf theighynting skills.
10.81ofy does the wifin sbund at the end of the conversation?

AY Gratefull
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11. Whathis Tony been doing all morning?

B. Humorous. C. Curious.

A, Listening to the radio.
B. Learning in the classroom.
C. Reading newspaper articles.
12. Which program does Tony care about most?
A. Teaching.
13. How does Tony feel about the programs?
A. Bored. B. Doubtful.
IR o BrkbRl, S 14 B 16
14. Where did Hester Lincoln go?
A. Siberia. B. The Himalayas.
15. How long did Jack spend on his adventure?
A. Half a month.
16. What does Mary consider doing for an adventure?
A. Climbing the Himalayas.
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B. Sports. C. Music.

C. Interested.

C. The South Pole.

B. One month. C. Three months.




B. Riding a train across Siberia.
C. Exploring the Amazon forest.
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17. When did the first Mud Festival take place?
A. Tn2022. B. In2021. C. In 1998.
18. How was the 2021 festival different from the others?
A. Tt was held both online and offline.
B. It arranged a swim in the mud pool.
C. It included a music party on the beach.
19. Why is the mud here so special?
A. It has plenty of minerals.
B. It is from the eastern coast.
C. It helps to stop skin diseases.
20. Which aspect of the festival is the speaker talking about in the end?
A. Tis origin. B. Iis future. C. Its purpose.
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Chicago Botanic Garden Evenis

Whether you're attending the hands<0n workshop at the Midwest Fruit Explorers
or admiring artfully arranged daffodils (ZK{lI#E) ai the Midwest Daffodil Society
Show, you're bound to take homé plenty of inspiration for your home carden as you
enjoy the best shows at Chicago Botanic Garden. Here are some of the Chicago flower
and garden shows that you won’t want to miss this spring.

® Midwest Fruit Explorers

The Midwest Fruit Bxplorers presents this hands-on workshop with step-by-step
instructions on how to graft (¥53%) and care for fruit irees.

When: March 31-April 105 1-4 p.me
BE¥EREE S 3 T (31430

@ Midwest Daffodil SocietyShaoW

The Midwest Daffodil Sociéty SheW phits hundreds of daffodils on exhibition that
will be judged by the societyd® Fhe $how includssyfiower design and photography
competitions.

When: April 22528, 10 a.ma4:307pdn.

® Ikebana lofernafional ShoW

The T8band IniéMational Show presents an exhibition of traditional Japanese
flower arranging

When . M5y 119 /9 a.m.—3: 300 . (Saturday & Sunday only)

@ Gardeners ofighie NorthgShore

The Gardencrs of the North Shore hosts this annual show. This show includes a
judged exfibition with moféyiHan 500 entries of anything that a home gardener can
grow, ineluding flowery, vegetables, herbs, and house plants.

When: June %39, 9 a.m.~4:30 p.m.

Garde/Ndts & frams .

" Enjoy’a gram tour for an overview of popular areas. Return each season to

experieRcg¥different views.

Prices Members Non-members
Adults 57 58
Children (3-12 yrs) 85 $6
Children (2 and under) Free Free
10-visit pass $50 $60

Accessibility at the garden ;

¥ Service animals are welcome. No pets please.

% Electronic Convenience Vehicles (ECVs) are available for rent in the Visitor
Center on a first come, first served basis. The following fees apply: members; 815,
non-members $20. ECVs will not be rented for indoor use.

3 Wheelchairs are available free at the Information Desk in the Visitor Center.

Daily Hours: 8 a.m.~7 p.m.

Garden View Café; 8 a.m.—4 p.m.

Garden Shop: 10 a.m.~4 p.m.
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71. What can visitors do at the Midwest Daffodil Society Show?
A. Crow house plants indoors.
B. Learn about fruit tree planting.
C. Take part in the photography competition.
D. Admire traditional Japanese flower arranging.
29 How much is it if a couple take their 2-year-old son on a fram tour with a
membership card?
A. $14. B. $16.

93. What service can visitors enjoy in the garden?

C. $19. D. $22.

A. Renting ECVs for indoor use.

B. Visiting the garden with their pets.

C. Using wheelchairs for free if they need.

D. Having free coffee from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

B

One day Beth received a piano as a gift from her neighbor Mr. Laurence , which
had belonged to his late granddaughter. In spite of her shyness, Beth was determinéd
to show her gratefulness.

~ «youwll have to go and thank him,” said her sister by way of a joke,dor ihe
idea of the child’s really going never entered her head. “Yes, I mean to.¢@lzuess gl
go now, before I get frightened thinking about it. "

And, to the amazement of everyone present, Béth walked, deliberately dowmhthe
garden , through the fence, and in at the Laurences’ dbor. “ Wellh wish I may die'if
it isn’t the sirangest thing I ever see!” cred Hannah, staring after Ler, while the
other girls were made quite speechless(by her unexpected act.

They would have been stilldimore amazed if they had seen what Beth did
afterward. She went and knocked at the study door before she gave herself time, to
think. When a deep voigé ealled ont “Come in” , she did goin, right up to Mr.
Laurence, who looked quite surprised, and held out her hand, saying, with only a
small quake in her voice, “] caméhio thank you, sir, for...” But she didn’t finish,
for he looked so friendly that she forgot her speeeh and, only remembering that he
had lost the little girl he loved, she put Boil arms round his neck and kissed him.

BoHERES £ 5 W (G4 T

The old gentleman couldn’ have been morefesignishedhBut he liked it. Oh,
dear, yes, he liked it amazingly| And he was se tolichéd and pleased by that little
kiss that he just set her on his knee, and laid s wrnkled cheek against her rosy
one, feeling as if he had got his own Jiftle granddaughter baekdgain. Beth didn’t fear
him from that moment, and sat theg@talkingito himfecly e if she had known him all
her life, for love drives ayay feafy andfgraiefulness can defeat pride.

When she went home,\lie gialked WA 10 her own gate, shook hands
warmly, and touchedPhiis hat 48 b, marched back agaifiy, looking like a handsome ,
old gentlemandlis hefwas. ‘ |
74, How difl thefother zitls feel when seeing BetMialking to Mr. Laurence’s house?

A. Relievedd BihShocked. €. Pleased. D. Terrified.

25 4Why didefp’Béth fimishiier speeghyylica she saw Mr. Laurence?

A. She was‘Shyfand nervoug

BfShe was too excitednd speak.

C. She af@e moved Bythis kindness.

D. She was tog afsaid before a stranger.

76. Mhat does théyauthor want to express mainly in this text?

A. We.shonld overcome our inner fear.

8.4 ove and gatefulness can do wonders.

C. We ought to repay those who help us.

D. Courage comes from strong determination.

‘ 27. What is the text?

A. A novel.
C. A report.

B. A diary entry.
D. A book review.
C .

French writer Annie Emaux won the 2022 Nobel Prize in literature in 2022. She
is the first French female writer to win the prize. In the words of the Nobel
committee , Ernaux was given the award “for the courage and clinical acuify (BB
YFAEEH)” of her writing.

Having spent over 5 decades as a writer, the 82-year-old winner has published

more than 20 books to her name, including Cleaned Out (1974) , Shame (1997), a
EoHGERES H 6 | (1 )
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2008 memoir ( [EI{Z.3%) called The Years and A Girl’s Story (2016).

Rather than consider herself a writer of fiction, Emaux has used the term “an
ethnologist ( AZEZ5) of herself” to describe herself.

Born in 1940 in a rural village in Normandy, France, Emaux grew up in a
working-class environment as her parents ran a combined grocery store and café. She
worked as a teacher before becoming a full-time writer. |

Two books by other French writers inspired her to be a writer: The Second Sex
by Simone de Beauvoir and Distinction by Pierre Bourdieu. The former led her to
write about feminism ( Z#X 3 ), and the latter raised her awareness of the huge
gap between her and the environment she grew up in. Besides her reading
influences, her “upbringing and experiences navigating adolescence and adulthood”
also inspire many of her works, noted CNN. For example, the book Shame explores
the theme of childhood trauma (€l455) while A Girl’s Story follows a young womdn’s
coming of age in the 1950s.

Though the matters Ernaux describes in her books are serious and even
sometimes heavy, they are always written in plain language. Emafix describefl’her
style as “flat writing” through which she aims to tell her storieshobjectively,
“unshaped by florid (3£ 1EHify) description or overwhélming emotions,” notéd
Fox News.

“She writes about things that no one else writes about, for ifistaniee lier jealousy
(3&3P) , her experiences as an abandomedilover and so on." hymean, really hard
experiences,” Anders Olsson, chaitman of the Nebel Committee for'Literature , said
after the award announcement ifi Stockholm. He wention to say, “She gives words for
these experiences that arevery simple and striking. They are short books, but they
are really moving. ”

28. What can be Jearned about Annie Ernaux from the passage?
A. She described herself as a science fiction writer.
B. She started with a full-time writer before being a teacher.
C. She is considered to be the first French person to win the prizé.
D. She was awarded for the bravery and observation shown in her writing,

29. What inspired Annie Emauxto write her works?

BEIEEAE £ 7 (314 3)

A. Her hardships of life. P. Her teaching career.

C. Her personal experieng®ss D), Hepworking-class background.

30. Which words best desoribe Afnié Lfnauk’sgwriting style?

A. Serious andfsharp. B@'Plain and objective.

C. Light andfhumoxdus. D. Elegant and descriptive.
31. Whatflean e'thefbest title of this passage?
A. A Weomafy'Telling Her Own Stories
B.hA TeheheriBecoming a Full#imesWriter
. AlFemale Weiter Winnig8"Wany Awards
D. A French Female Fighting for Women’s Rights
D

Youdon’t needbe 4 whale expert to know that these large animals are most at
horde in the depthshef the world’s many oceans. You may not be surprised then, that
there were Ho Survivors when 477 pilot whales were stuck on New Zealand’s remote
Chatham Iglands in October in 2022. It was one of the country’s largest mass
stranding ( $E7%) incidents.

Although in the past local authorities were able to quickly send teams to try and
fescue the whales, that perfect result was impossible this time. According to the New
Zealand whale protection non-profit organization “Project Jonah” , there were many
difficulties concerning any attempt at saving the whales. The remote Chatham Islands
have a small population, meaning trained medical medics (EH AR) would be
unable to get to the scene in time. In addition, there was a risk caused by predators
(#£r#) atiracted to the beach which endangered both rescue teams and any other
surviving whales. -

As a result, the whales that managed to survive for a while onshore had their
dreams of returning to the ocean cut short. The decision was finally made to
euthanize all of the remaining living whales on the beach. Otherwise, it could have
taken weeks for them to die naturally. Though the medical medics did so to put them
out of their suffering, Daren Grover, the general manager of “Project Jonah”,
described the outcome as “heartbreaking” , according to the New York Post.

This incident took place less than a month after 230 whales were found stranded
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on the Australian island of Tasmania. Fortunately, about 30 of those animals were
then able to be saved in time by local authorities, according to NPR.

The cause of these mass stranding incidents is not obvious at the moment ,
although various theories have been raised. Daren Grover said that there may be an
issue with the animals’ echolocation ability - the sense that allows them to find their
way through the water.

If whales are found in shallow waters, rescuers often play back recordings of the
animals’ own calls to pilot them to the sea. A small number of whales will also be
moved to large facilities for recovery.

32. Why couldn’t the local authorities rescue the whales this time?

A. They were afraid of being attacked by whales.

B. The number of the stranded whales was too large.

C. The local medical medics lacked rescue experience.

D. The island was remote and dangerous for rescue teams.

33. What does the underlined word “euthanize” in paragraph 3 probably mean?

A. Refloat. B. Kill without pain.

C. Redirect.
34. What did Daren Grover think of the result of this mass whale stranding ineident ?

A. Sorrowful. B. Astonishing. C. Unbelievable. D. Worrying.

35. What can be known about the mass whale stranding frofilthe passage?

D. Take good care of.

A. About 30 whales were successfully rescued thisdime.

B. Mass whale stranding incidents are consistedt nowadays.

C. The reason for this whale stranding incident remains unclear.

D. This mass whale stranding incideni€ould have been avoided.
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| Have you ever had such an experience?.Go shoppingrand buy more than you
need when you feel upset. _ 36

| According to a study by University of Michigan researchers, shopping to relieve

stress was up to 40 times more effective at giving people a sense of control and

R=PERES 5 9 7 (F14 )

shoppers were 3 times less sad compared to oz, who only went window-shopping.
More than half of the 1,000 consumers intervieweddby «Credii Kurino said they had
shopped to deal with feelings of stress/for anxiety.h, 3T

In fact, shopping to reduce strg8s can dowallyhelp y0u live a healthier life by
making sure that your bloodgpressiire igflowered. Shopping to relieve stress is also
jokingly called “retail therapy¥ W NA#FrI=) as'a form of regulating stress. _ 38 |
And that feeling following, those@puréhases Myas long-lasiihh

However, ihe sideleffectof retail'therapy, forghany, can be relatively harmless
at first but inghe long term eould possibly use dp finances and cause conflicts, thus
adding a significangandotmtlel streSs to a péisor’s life. |

Preparing a list/before shopping ig'the best way to avoid the side affect of retail
therapy. Whether youre purchasing presents or buying groceries, having the items
you needwritten down will make you quite clear and sensible while you're shopping. -
_ 39 " That way you'll beg meré likely to commit to it. You can buy a cup of coffee
while shopping or plan a“fitn activity when you return home.

A0 Everyone’s financial situation is different. Comparison usually leads to.
debt and dissatisfaction with what you already have. Appreciate what you currently ,‘
have by pragticing gratitude. |

A. Reward yourself for sticking to your list.

Why do people tend to shop to reduce stress?

Does overspending really make you feel happier?

Think about what you struggle with most financially.

Give up the need to keep up with your neighbors and friends.

The study also found 82% had a positive feeling about their purchases.

@ = HEgo 0w

23% of them said they had used up their credit cards in the past year.
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I’ve been in an 18-year love-hate relationship with a black walnut ( k4% ). In
late September or early October, falling fruits as 41  as baseballs put your head
at risk. Patio (#86) umbrellas are a 42  while dining in the garden beginning
in early August, and because of the amount of fruit this season, I 43  my helmet
while working in the garden.

Also, the black walnut produces a chemical substance (#JJfi) through its roots
asa _44 strategy, which is poisonous to several common plants. There have been
many new plant varieties I brought home with _ 45  that the walnut would 46
accept them, but they all failed to grow well.

What does 47  are native plants that naturally grow in the area. They are
important to have around since they provide beneficial pollinators (&4 ) like
birds, bees and butterflies with seeds and 48  to a healthy environment. Native
plants for this area are generally easy to grow, so they experience less 49 .

Have I thought of getting rid of this giant 50 in my backyard? Yesg
51, removing this tree standing at 50 feet is next to impossible. It’s also 52"
under the law. Trees are important to the urban forest and for all of those ghat live in
it. Trees absorb air pollufion and keep cities cooler and more livable,, Theyare home
to many birds and insect species and are _ 53  for keeping our enyironment
balanced. \

Sometimes, I _ 54  my life without the black walnut. I can’t ™ 5§ /a spring
without the birds who arrive every year and sing loudly before dawn. Ihmiss falling

asleep on lazy weekend afternoons as I leok up into its leaves before the 56

. threaten to fall. , \ L

‘Every spring, I wonder whaithe season 57 : What are the chances of being

knocked 58  while barbeening? Like any good relationshipj I'll never be

pleased. I'm stuck with ghis tree, so I'll listen to its needs and give it the space it

59 . In return, my walnut offers a home to wildlife and a reminderthat 60

instead of resistance, is the baiter way to be.

41. A. aggressive By powerful C. fast o D. hard
42. A. comfort B. ‘must C. favour D. decision
43. A. carry B. keep C. wear D. prepare

BHE R 5 11 (314 D)

44. A. competitive  B. basic @, gonsexvative D. successful
45. A. hopes B. curiogify C. directions D. enthusiasm
46. A. eveniually B. generally C. 4possibly - D. gradually
47. A. improve B fwork C. stand D. change
48. A. relate B. adapt Ccontribute D. stick

49. A. harm B. dicaster C. survival D. stress

50. A. burden B thnll C. pain D. treasure
51. A. however B. even €., Tstead D. somehow
52 .44 planted B.“protected C. removed D. managed
53." AL suiiable B. practical C. responsible D. necessary
54 VAf live through  B. think%abbut  C. focus on D. call for
55.4A. jsee B. #velconte C. forget D. imagine
56. ANnuts B worries. C. trees D. nights

57. A. produces B. values C. holds D. undertakes
58.4A. unbearable  B. unbelievable C. uncomfortable D. unconscious
59. A, fequizes B. saves C. chooses D. creates
60. A, patience B. acceptance C. preference D. tolerance
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After winning the championship in boys’ singles under 14 years old at the ASICS
Tennis Junior Tour in Guangzhou in late August, 2022, Wang Fa has 61

_ (rapid) _attracted .attention on the Internet. He is known for carrying his tennis .

rackets in a bamboo basket, 62 (earn) him the name of “ basket tennis boy”.

Wang Fa is a member of the Va ethnic group ({f #&) in Cangyuan Va
autonomous county, Yunnan province, _ 63  was just lifted out of poverty in 2019.
Over the past six years, he, along with his 64  (fellow) at the Yunnan Wild
Elephants Tennis Club, _ 65  (improve) his skills and physical strength through

training that includes running 9 kilometers and swinging his racket more than 7,000

‘times every day. “Ifit 66 _ (be) not for tennis, I would still be helping out my

family with farm work back home,” he told China Daily.
BEREREE $ 12 W (14 W)




Talking about his habit of carrying his tennis equipment in a bamboo basket - a

symbol of the agricultural life of the Va ethnic group — Wang Fa said after the match
that he carried his rackets this way _ 67 (honor) his hometown.

Before tennis, Wang Fa was just an ordinary boy from a village. But in 2016,
he was chosen by a local club to learn to play tennis. At first, his parents didn’t
agree at all because they could not afford it, 68 the tennis club offered to teach
him free of charge. Zhang Xiachong, Wang Fa’s head coach, founded the club in
2014, selecting around 20 talented local children and training them _ 69  free. “I
want to take children to the outside world through tennis,” Zhang said.

For Wang Fa, winning the ASICS Tennis Junior Tour title is just the beginning
of a promising future. “I will head to the top spot on the _ 70 ( profession )
stage,” he said. '

SEDOER Sy B (W, B 35 407)

a5 SISO (36 10 /N AV IVE 1 4, W55 10 4)

BEFER L BITER RIS BB SRS, BRERRF RS K LT
HesC, cHdtE 10 AEFER, BATREEFL, BEERUP L1
AR R IE S

BN BRI — MR FR S (N) IFERTES hizinriE.

R - FEZRBTFRARLR O\) W,

B 7SI T RI—RE FERA TES HEEUg 15,

1. AR BB (R —i 5

2. RAVHMEHB 10 &b, 28 (58 11 408 ) ATHT.

Last Saturday I took part a farm work sprogram in the suburbs, which really
impressed me. Before an activity, our team leader told us some specific.axzangements
about it. Its theme was “Labor is ihe most glory”. Meanwhile, he stressed the
importance or value of workingwith our own hands. Unable to hold back my
happiness, I pictured that was'to come next. On the farm, we wotked hard with the
farmers, picking watermelons and earried them to the truck: While I was working,
I had realized how tough it was to work.in the fields in the burning sun. When I got
home, I put down my luggages, hungry, and tired. Over dinner, I shared my
experience with my parents excited. Happy and proud, they all spoke highly of me.
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Hello, eyeryoné!” Lm Honored to¥share with you how I spent this Spring

Festival.

Thénks for listening!
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